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On November 2, 2021, Senators Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Mike Braun (R-IN)
introduced the Healthy Competition for Better Care Act (S. 3139), bipartisan
legislation that would ban anti-competitive contracting between providers and
health plans. The goal of this legislation is to make health care better for
patients by ensuring that contracts between health insurance issuers, including
employer plan sponsors, and health systems advance quality and affordability.
Specifically, the Healthy Competition for Better Care Act would:
• Allow discounts or incentives for enrollees who choose high-quality and lowcost providers;
• Allow insurers and employers to contract with the best hospitals and
providers for their patients, without requirements to enter into additional
contracts with other affiliated providers or hospitals;
• Allow purchasers to negotiate their own rates with other providers who are
not party to the contract of the provider involved; and
• Allow hospitals and purchasers to freely negotiate prices, without
requirements to pay higher amounts for items or services than other issuers
have agreed to.
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